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THE CHALLENGE OF THE FUTURE 


a A great door and effectual 1s opened unto me and there are 
many adversaries.” 1 Cor. xv1. 9. 


- How often have Christians, especially preachers and 
- evangelists, felt that these words of St. Paul exactly summed 


up their own situation! ‘The emphasis may have varied 
a little from time to time. Sometimes it is the effectualness 
of the opportunity that is more apparent, sometimes the 
activity of the adversaries. But the words stand as an 
amazingly accurate summary of what the Church has so 
often felt as it faced ‘“‘ the challenge of the future ”’. 
The Church in West China to-day is certainly no 
exception to this general statement. Adversaries there are’ 
in plenty. Political chaos and economic collapse present 
not merely physical problems but bring with them multi- 
tudes of temptations both moral and spiritual. What the 
outcome of the civil war may be it is impossible to say, but 
a period of active persecution for the Church is by no means 
a remote possibility. In the midst of all this come reports 
of amazing opportunities for the preaching of the Gospel. 
ially is this true among students, so that government 


schools, formerly closed to the Christian message, now have 


regular Bible held on their premises. 

“The Cross over Asia’’, Bishop Stephen Neill’s report 
of his recent tour, voices his conviction that the opportunity 
for the preaching of the Gospel was so tremendous in that 
vast continent to-day that nl 6 was needed in order to 
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cope aatdeplatey with this challenge was five thousand 
‘trained missionary recruits every year for the next ten 
years. He believes that such a response is not beyond the 
capacity of the older churches but he also cannot refrain 
from asking. whether Church historians in future years will 
have to write across the Church of this day and generation 
the words “ ‘Too late ”’. 

The opportunity is ours. What of the adversaries ' ? 
They are not necessarily to be found only in West China or 
among non-Christians. Within our own selves are forces 
which prevent God from achieving His purpose in the 
world and which limit the power of the Gospel both upon 
those in our immediate vicinity and in more distant lands, 
where the Word does not penetrate because of our half- 
heartedness or indifference. “‘'The challenge of the 
future”? is a personal challenge to face afresh our own 


responsibility and to test our loyalty in the light of the 
Cross. D. N. SARGENT. 


LETTER FROM BISHOP SONG 


November 2end, 1948. 

My dear Friends of West China. wv 
We are indeed passing through very difficult days now. 
In China, everybody seems to be wondering what’s going 
to happen to-morrow. ‘The Party-strife is going on hard. 
It is very hard for people—especially innocent people—to 
find a living, because everything is so terribly expensive. 

What you could buy with. one dollar ten years ago, you 


have to pay thirty million dollars ($30,000,000) to-day for _ 


the same thing. ‘Tens of thousands of people just cannot 
afford to have rice as their substantial food. So many 
families are broken up. ‘The old Ethical traditions seem 
to have gone, and nothing better has come in their place. 
So many people have just lost hope. From the Church 
- point of view, many Christians believe that the second 
_ coming of our Lord is drawing nigh. On the other hand, 

_ the world situation is not altogether too bright. So many 
people are afraid that the third worldwide war might come 
and that will be the end of the culture and civilization of 
mankind. In the midst of this awful, dark picture, may I 
write a few a spots not only to give you a good cheer, 
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but also to assure you that quietly the good force is still 
fighting hard with the evil one and is gaining victory. 
God is alive. He does mind His children and those who 
are struggling for righteousness. Ifyou area true Christian, 
you can still hear the small inner Voice, “ Be of good 
cheer : I have overcome the worl 

First of all, let me tell you kad the work amongst the 
young people in this Diocese. As one teaches in the 
University and Middle School to-day, you feel that there is 
true hunger and thirst for truth. In the midst of an English | 
class, you can ponder and teach a spiritual truth, and the 
whole class listen to you with such a quietness that you feel © 
you and your students are really facing the Reality. So 
many students come to the Bible classes every week and 
study the truth with hope and cheerfulness. One College 
student said to me the other day, “I wish I could catch 
the Spirit of Christ and make my life pure and honest as 
He was’”’. Another boy said, “It is the Spirit of Jesus 
that gives me joy in the midst of darkness, and power to 
stand up, when everything seems to be against me”’. Only 
the other day a student came to see me and happened to 
glance over the verse, ““ What! know ye not that your 
body is. the Temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, 
which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?” He 
opened his eyes wide, and said to me, “ Is this really true ? 
Can our body really become thé Temple of the Holy Ghost, 
and can the Holy Spirit really be in our body? Are we 
really not ourown? This is an amazing truth. Everybody 
can be pure and lovely if the Holy Ghost can really live 
in him”. That very verse was such a revelation to him 
that you ‘could see the sparkle of satisfaction in his eyes 
when he said goodbye to me and went away. 
_ Secondly, I think you will be glad to hear that our Church 

is packed every Sunday morning; when we “have the 
Service. ‘Then we have ‘the Bible classes in the afternoon. 
We also have English meetings and Clubs to draw people | 
working in various circles. In the evenings we open the 
preaching Hall. Lhe street people generally come in in 
such a number that the Hall is too small for them. Quite 
a few are converted and attend the Service in the Church 
regularly. 

Thirdly, 4 want to intioes you that, above all, the indi- © 
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arene work is the-hardest and the most fruitful. The 
power of Christianity is to make friendship deep and real. 
When you spend two or three hours at one sitting with 
your friend, from the outskirts of life you go on to something 
deeper and deeper until you reach the depth of life where 
you may meet with Christ face to face with your friend. 
Then your friend opens his or her heart to you and when 
you both kneel down and pour your heart to the Lord, you 
_ feel that you have handed over your friend to the living and 
loving Lord. Your friend thinks aloud before his Friend 
and God, and you have the satisfaction of knowing that 
_ something real has been achieved. I need to relate only 
one concrete example. Not long ago a friend came to 
see me. He had not come for many months. Naturally 
he had no idea how fully occupied my life was. He sat 
down talking about weather and the political situation, etc. 
for about half an hour. Then I felt that there was some 
problem in his mind that he would like to share with a 
friend if the latter had time and patience to listen to him. 
So I waited and assured him that I was just a gentleman-at- 
leisure and therefore I could be at his service. He could 
chat and talk in order that we might have a good time. 
Just then my wife handed out a nice cup of tea and some 
_ cakes. Rushing into my room, I whispered to my wife that 
this friend might stay for supper. It was about half past 
four p.m. and our supper was, as a rule, half past six or 
seven. When this friend saw me unoccupied and free, he 
began his story. It was most touching and complicated. 
His tears came out, as he told the events from one step to 
another. It was a great education to me. Of course, I 
said a few sentences here and there, until he finished the 
story. Then I said to him, “ Would you like to tell your 
story to Jesus,’ Who is all-wise and all-zood ?”’ He said, 
“Yes, certainly, if your Jesus is really alive”. I said, 
“Let us try’. So we knelt down and I prayed for him. 
When we got up, he said, “ It is rather strange that my 
heart was light when you prayed for me, and that my 
burden seems to have gone now. ‘Truly prayer is the way | 
out when we are in trouble ” 

‘When we had supper together he said to me that he 
enjoyed that simple meal more than an elaborate feast 


because the painful burden in his heart was gone. 
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However dark this world may be, Jesus is alive and He 
is still the light of this world. | 
Your sincere friend, 
. C. T. Sone, 
Bishop, West Szechwan Diocese. 


CHURCH ORGANIZATION 

SIMPLICITY should be our aim. Over-organization can 
have a deadening effect upon vital work. Too little 
planning, on the other hand, leads to frustration and chaos. 
“Order and decency” are good S.K.H. terms, but they 
need to be balanced by some other words such as ‘“‘ vision 
and flexibility ”. Let us bear these principles in mind as 
we think of the Church Organization of the future. 

The present method of governing the Diocese through 
the Synod is an effective one. The Church-workers can 
and do have an important part in making all major de- 
cisions ; and only the great expense of travelling to Synod 
prohibits at present a much larger lay representation on 
its councils. The Church of the future will do well to — 
_ grapple with this problem of lay representation if its roots _ 
are to go deep into the life of the average Christian. It 
may also be well for Synod to have its Medical, Educational, 
and Evangelistic Boards who will do the main thinking 
and planning in their respective departments and then 
bring their recommendations to Synod for consideration 
and co-ordination. Corresponding to these Boards there 
will be Committees in Hospital, College and School, who | 
will implement: Synod policy. These Committees will 
- commit, as one is glad to say they do at present, and will 

not accept the definition that “‘ A Committee is a gathering 
of ‘important people who singly can do ; nothing, and 

Parochial organization could hardly be simpler than it 
is at present. In a majority of the parishes the vestry 
meetings are family gatherings where squabbles are settled. 
and a cheerful spirit encouraged. A great deal depends, 
of course, upon the unostentatious leadership of the clergy — 
in these vestries. The latter have to avoid emulating the 
example of the aged vicar of one parish who makes the 
motion himself, puts it to the vote, and carries it nem con. 
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In two or three. parishes the vestries have the excellent 
practice of considering whom they would wish to be 
- received as catechumens, baptized members, and con- 
firmees. We are trying to get this practice adopted in all 
the parishes, for nothing would enhance the salutary 
growth of the Church more than the acceptance of this 
responsibility on the part of church members. 

The vicar-curate-deaconess system works well out here. 
Such a gradation of workers is to be encouraged, for it is 
not easy for two men of equal grade to work in one parish. 
- If a vicar has an evangelist or young theological’ student 

working with him, the quantity and quality of the work 
are likely to improve. Much more time will need to be — 
‘given to the training of lay-workers who will work under 
clergy supervision. We are hoping to have a training 
_ Class for such workers in the Diocese this next F ebruary. 
The question of finance used to be a thorny one but we 
are now getting more roses and less thorns by the use of 
co-treasurers in Synod, School and Hospital. They are of 
mutual help, and because there are two of them a great | 
deal of misunderstanding is eliminated. A Diocesan 
Finance Committee meeting in Chengtu is absolutely 
essential while the rate of exchange and the cost of living 
play the game of hare and hounds. By and large the 
Endowment Scheme for each parish is wor well, but a 
tight hand will need to be kept unceasingly upon them by 
the central Diocesan authorities. | 
___ The place of missionaries in the Church Organization of | 

the future is one that calls for prayerful consideration. 
Time was when missionaries met in. Conference for ten 
days’ duration, and decided almost everything for the whole 
diocese. ‘Then Synod came into being and met for two or 


meets first\for three days, and Conference follows with one | 


_ three ir after four days of Conference. Now Synod 


day, confining its attention entirely to personal affairs of 
missionaries and to any resolutions of Synod which may 
affect those missionaries. Western lecturers, teachers, 
doctor and nurses, have a fairly clearly defined position and ~ 
sphere of work. It is the Western clergy whose position © 
needs clarifying. Here is a possible solution which we are 
_ trying to attain in this Diocese. After two years’ language 
study the Western clergy serve with a Chinese vicar for the 
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three remaining years of the first term of service, the vicar 
giving the missionary some sphere of work in the parish 
which he can consider as his own responsibility and oppor- 
tunity for initiative and experimentation. Then, during 
the second term of service, the Westerner, while he continues 
to work with some Chinese vicar, is yet given some sphere 
of work which is of a Diocesan nature, such as the organi- 
_ zation of youth work, training of lay-leadership, the 
formation of evangelistic bands, and the development of 
Sunday School work. In preparation for this more 
specialised work he can receive added training during his — 
first furlough in England. In this way he will be able to 
make a richer contribution to the Church as a whole, tha 
if his attentions are confined solely to one parish. 


H. A. MaxweEL, Assistant Bishop. 


CANDIDATES FOR THE MINISTRY 


It has been said that the glory of the Church of England 
is its Ministry ; its ministers are not just eloquent preachers, 
nor just stay-at-home pastors, nor just peripatetic evan- 
-gelists, but a meet and due balance between these aspects. 
How we are to pass on this tradition to those churches now 
springing up in other lands, in particular here in Western 
Szechwan, is a vast problem, and I can only pick out a 
few points, which are bound to be partly an expression of 
personal opinion. 7 


7 a irst, then, how are we to get candidates for the ministry? — 


It goes without saying that they must be converted and 
keen Christians who are called by God to this work, and 
we can thank God for those who are now beginning to 
- come ; but they are few, and we cannot but believe that | 

God is calling many more. The disturbing fact is that the 
majority of the best and keenest young Christians, who 
“seem really to feel God’s call to service, are not willing to 
enter the ministry of the Church, but say they will serve 
God in other ways. Some, of course, are genuinely called 
by God to other forms of service ; some are not willing to 
_ face the financial and other sacrifices involved ; but there 

are some who look at the Church as it is and honestly come 
to the conclusion that there is not a full-time and worth- 
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while job. in the ministry and that they could do more 
effective work for the Lord elsewhere. __ 

That raises the whole problem of the status of the 
_ Ministry in China, and how it is to be raised. A teacher 
has an established position in society, and his work 1s 
_ understood ; a parson has none, and even in the church 
some people have very vague ideas of what his work 1s. 
The elder pastors, trained years ago, in many cases plod 
_ along manfully, but they simply have not had the training 
_ to be able to cope with the opportunities of the present day 
among young people. The result is they do not get much 
done, and keen young people see it and feel this is not a | 
worth while job. 

This is a situation that can only be remedied frisin 
within. What is needed is for more men, Chinese and 
foreigners, to work solidly in the parishes, and show by the 
_ quality of their lives, and by the spiritual life in their 
churches, that it is a full and worthwhile job demanding 
the best that any man can give to it. This is a point that 
needs emphasising strongly, because in practice it is often 
contradicted. There is a tendency for those who could 
help most to be drawn away from ministerial work. Some © 
educated Chinese leaders spend most of their time outside 
the Church in schools or other special jobs ; they may-or 
may not be doing useful work, but they do nothing at all 
by this to raise the standard of the ministry, and solve the 
fundomeate! problem of the Church. ‘Too many ordained 
missionaries seem to get caught up in administrative work ; 
no doubt some of it is essential, but some of it seems waste 
of an ordained man’s time and means he, too, cannot help. 
Further, in India the tendency for missionaries to get more 
and more into administration, and away from ministerial 
work, has had a thoroughly bad effect on the outlook of © 
the Indian church, making them think the administrative 
work is the more important of the two ; there seems to 


_ be some danger of the same thing happening i in China. 


So what we hope for the future is a new turning to the 
work of the ministry on the part of all ordained Chinese 
and foreigners, and a cutting out of work which may be 
useful, but which is secondary. That necessarily involves 
more recruits, some with special training to take business 
and finance and such things off ordained men, and, above 
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all, more of the latter, to work in the parishes, and show 
that it is a full and grand sti Then the iene. problem 


_ will be largely solved. 


Secondly, how are we to train catididines: ? Their 
training must be devotional, intellectual and practical ; 
the first two are the special responsibility of the Theological 


College, the third can best be done in a parish. We hope 


that the Union Theological College in Chengtu, under its 


_ new leadership, will be a thoroughly suitable place for the 


training of our candidates on these lines. A thorough and 
solid theological knowledge, with which to meet the 
questions and criticisms of educated people, is essential in 
China to-day ; they will get that there. For their de- 
votional training, what is needed is a full time Sheng Kung 
Hui member of the staff living in the College ;_ that 
ideally will involve building a house for him with a Sheng 
Kung Hui chapel attached, and perhaps a hostel for Sheng 
Kung Hui students. ‘The practical training must be in a 
parish, either for a year intermediate in the course, or 
immediately afterwards. Here, too, missionaries are 
needed in the parishes. It is an unfortunate fact that even 
some of the best pastors have little idea how to train any-— 
one else ; and if there is a missionary in the parish it can 
make a difference not only to the work, but also to the 
training of a candidate, and in some cases may save the 
situation. 

These are some of our ings and plans ; their realisation 
depends partly on your prayers. I have touched on many 
points and left out many others ; but will you pray, above 


all, that we and our Chinese colleagues, our candidates — 


now in training and those to come in the future, may both 
have and live out in practice such a conception of our 


: Ministry as is contained in these words of the Ordinal. 


‘“* And now again we exhort you, in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that ye have in remembrance, into how high a 
dignity, and to how weighty an office and charge ye are 
called ; that is to say, to be messengers, watchmen and 
stewards of the Lord ; to teach and to premonish, to feed 
and provide for the Lord’s family ; to seek for Christ’s 
sheep that are dispersed abroad, and for His children who 
are in the midst of this naughty world, that they may be 
saved through Christ for ever.’ ARNOLD J. LEE. 
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THE TRAINING OF WOMEN 


One of the greatest needs of the Church to-day is that of 
well educated full time women workers with gifts of leader- 
ship. For years we have sought for them among University 
and Senior Middle School students, but the results have 
been almost nil. There are many reasons for this. One 
is that women in Szechwan still marry very young, and 
soon become involved in the duties of home and family. 
Another reason is that the teaching and medical professions 
undoubtedly offer greater attractions than the Church does. 
Teachers and doctors, both men and women, have an — 
assured social position, whereas the Church worker as such | 
has none. Moreover, in the Church she can only reach a 
very junior position. She will never be able to work “on 
her own” as a doctor or even a midwife can, and this 
means a lot to the Chinese who are not naturally co- 
operative and seem to find it very difficult to fit into a team. 
It is one of the things that the growing Church is learning, 
however, and there are one or two people on the horizon 
who seem to have the making of good co-operative workers 
in them. 

We have now a girl student at the Union Theological 
College who gives evidence of having a vocation for this 
work. Please pray that others of the same grade may 
come forward soon. 

~The Women’s School at Mienyang, founded by Miss 
Gertrude Wells, with its special course for those who 
seemed suitable for Church work, was for many years the 
Church’s source of supply for women catechists, and most © 
of the women holding such position at present received 
their training in that School and have done excellent work. 
Some of these are nearing retiring age and there is, as yet, 
nobody to take their places. But even workers of Catechist 
. grade will have to be better educated in future if they are 
to meet the needs of the new conditions. 

It is our aim to produce three grades of worker, all of 
_ whom are needed. -Grade A workers will be of University 
or Senior Middle School education, and will take three — 
years’ training at the Union Theological College. They 
will be equipped to work in educational centres where 
_there is opportunity for reaching students, government 
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officials and their families. and 
Grade B workers will be of Junior Middle School edu- 
cation, with two years’ training in Bible School and one 
year’s practical training in a parish. The Women’s 
Training School has, therefore, been opened at Mienyang, 
using the old Women’s School premises and aiming to 
- give the equivalent of Junior Middle School education and 
a two years’ course of Bible Study and kindred subjects. 
The students will then take a year’s training in a parish 
before receiving the School Certificate. Grade C workers 
will be those who, though of a lower grade educationally, 
have had some Bible Training and many years’ experience, 
and who are still doing excellent work. Among these 
latter there are some who are capable of supplementing 
their studies, and arrangements are being made for them 
to do so. One or two have already taken supervised 
correspondence courses, one is doing a junior course (one 
year) at the Union Theological College, and one is just 
about to come to the Mienyang Training School for a 


specially arranged course suited to her needs. 


Grade A workers will receive the Bishop’s Licence and 
may or may not become deaconesses. Grade B will receive 
the School Certificate and the Bishop’s Recognition 
certificate. Grade C are also recognized diocesan workers, 
_and it will be possible for some of them to pass into Grade B. 
Opportunities for work amongst young people are now 

opening up in a wonderful way and the response is greater 
than ever before. ‘This is partly due to their desire to 
cultivate our acquaintance for the sake of improving their 
English, and it is the present policy of the educational 
authorities to encourage this. But many who come to 
learn a language learn ‘also the Way of Life and it is our 
aim and prayer that some of these may hear the call to 


- give their lives in the service of Christ and His Church. 
| E. L. STEWART. 


FAREWELL MEETING 


A MEETING to take leave of Archbishop and Mrs. Mowll 
before their return to Sydney dnd of Bishop Bevan, ex- 
pecting to return soon to China, was held on September 

goth last in the Bible House (by kind permission), and was 
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attended by some ninety friends. The Rev. A. H. 
Wilkinson, Commissary to Bishop Song, kindly took the 
Archbishop Mowll said how very glad he was to meet 
again so many West China folk, the link which unites us as 
friends of Szechwan going very deep. When he and Mrs. 
Mowll visited the dioceses in 1945 they were frequently 
asked, ‘‘ Don’t you feel you have come home ? ”’ and the 
answer was, ‘‘ Yes! we do”. He reminded us that 
nothing helps Bishop Song and his fellow-workers so much 
_ (and this is equally true of those in Eastern Szechwan) as a 
feeling of the personal interest of those outside the country, 
and urged that our remembrance of them must be coupled 
with a good deal of concentrated prayer. ‘They are facing 
great difficulties, including the lack of libraries and the 
lack of spiritual fellowship. We must: keep continually 
before our minds the fact that Szechwan is being starved 
for want of these things, as well as for workers and money. 
There is great need for stronger witness and more leaders ; 
and we at home must do more to help them. We each 
have strong commitments to our own Missionary Societies 
as he has to C.M.S. and C.I.M. in Australia ; but we must 
do our best to help the Diocesan Association too. ee 
Bishop Bevan brought an apology from Mrs. Bevan who 
had much looked forward to the meeting but had been 
prevented by home circumstances from attending. He 
himself hoped to return to West China about the end of the 
_ year, but she would be remaining longer with their 
daughters. He gave news of several missionaries who had 
left for East Szechwan since the previous meeting ; and 
then stressed the need to increase the Chinese staff. China 
cannot be evangelised by missionaries ; the work must be 
done by Chinese. He instanced the success of the recent 
evangelistic mission in Tahsien where the main speakers 
were Chinese, and all the other Chinese Christians in the 
parish helped. At home, we think it a good result if, at 
the end of a parochial Mission, three or four are definitely 
converted and another dozen people interested. In 
Tahsien, with a regular congregation of only about 100, 
between 40 and 50 people gave in their names for further 
teaching. He would underline all the Archbishop had 
said about the need for more leaders and for more help, 
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and suggested that the Diocesan Association might raise a 
fund for the training of workers, asking for prayer about 
this. He felt that the Association was part of the spiritual 
_ backing of the work in West China, and that we should be 
behind them there in prayer. It might be possible to 
gather a few friends in our homes for prayer. It was such 
a small prayer meeting years ago that started his own 
interest in Bishop Houghton’s work and eventually led him 
out to West China. 

Mrs. Mowll said how grateful she was for this opportunity 

to meet West China friends, for their links with Szechwan 
could never be broken. She and the Archbishop expected 
to leave on October 18th, and they were going back to— 
Sydney at a very anxious time in the history of the world. 
She spoke of the great thrill of the meeting of the World 
Council of Churches in Amsterdam ; and yet how anxious 
everyone there was for the future. One day, she had | 
noticed the caption of a Daily Mirror leading article : 
** Now is the time for faith ” ; and she felt how true that 
was. We are all going to be tested, and now is the time 
for faith in each other, in individuals even when they 
disappoint us, in the younger people, in the Churches, and, 
_ above all, in God, for we know He is working His purpose 
out. We must have faith in the days to come, and never 
heart. 
_ The closing address was given by the Rev. L. F. E. 
Wilkinson, who gave a message from Rom. i. 16 which 
shows us God moving into the picture. ‘“‘ God so loved 
that He gave ’—and the message of the Cross is as dynamic 
as ever. ‘The Gospel is the dynamite of God ; it concerns 
a Person ; it is a message of His love. That is the glory 
of the Gospel—the glorious power of God. Christ is 
-coming back again to bring the world into a state of peace 
and righteousness. He spoke of the wonder of the conver- 
sion of one soul, as we think of what that one can do. As 
we go out glorying i in our message, we must remember the 
power and never be ashamed of the Gospel, but remember 
its glory too. We are “on to a good thing * as we go 
out to give, to pray and to witness. 

After the closing prayer, tea was served, and all enjoyed 
an hour of conversation and fellowship before —— 
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NOTES AND NEWS | 


Bishop Bevan was expecting to Jeave by air for West 
China on December 31st. | 


The ‘Standing Committee of the Eastern Szechwan 
Diocesan Synod was expecting to meet under Archdeacon | 
Ts’ai’s chairmanship at Chihsien from December 2nd to 


Ath. 


Mr. Ts’ai’ Yoh-seng, son of the Archdeacon, having 
completed his course at the Chungking Seminary, was 
appointed as lay-worker at ‘I” ienkiang and is supported by | 
that pastorate. 


Miss Yang Chu-teh of “Eso and Miss Ch’eng — 
Yu-lin of Hunan, who were fellow-students at the 
Chungking Seminary, are doing evangelistic work in the 
Kwangar, Deanery. Mr. Li Pin is breaking into his 
course at the Seminary to do a year’s work at Kwangan 


also. 


‘Mr. Ma Tsai-seng, who has been an evangelist in the — 
Kwangan Deanery, has brought his wife and little boy 
from his country home near F u-tsun-1. Mrs. Ma’s health 


is not good. 


Miss Wang En-tseh, who has been lady worker at 
T’ienkiang for some six years, is taking one year’s refresher 


course at the Chungking Seminary, as are also Mr. Liu | 


P’ing hui of Yochih, and Mr. Liao Yun-chang, son of 
the Rev. Liao Chih of Pachung, who 1 isa candidate for the 


ministry. 


Miss E. M. Sanderson has been seriously ill, at 
Langchung where she had an operation. in the Hospital 
and was to go to Shanghai for further treatment. 


Mrs. Ch’ien Cheng-teh (Lao Tai-tai) of Liangshan, 
one of the mainstays of the Church and its school in that 
place, has been seriously ill, but was by mid-N ovember 


convalescent. 


Rev. H. G.-and Mrs.. Iliff visited Chengtu for 
and unfortunately Mr. Iliff went down with typhoid there. 
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ew G. A. Williamson, as acting-Superintendent, 
made a long tour through the eastern part of the diocese 
in October and November. 


Rev. C. R. Flatau, a new worker from Australia, has 
reached Chiihsien; and Miss E. Barkworth from 
England is at Tahsien. 


__ Miss M. Wallis, as Secretary for Religious Education, 
_ has been visiting Yingshan, Sinchengpa, Futsunyi and 
T’ienkiang for training classes for Christians and voluntary 
workers. 


Rev. B. F. and Mrs. Adeney, having been i in N snkiné 
while he prepared for an examination, and she did some_/ 
nursing on their way back to Szechwan, were evacuated | 
with other missionaries when the capital was threatened 
by the advancing Communist armies, and are in Shanghai. 


Dr. and Mrs. Armstrong continue to report spiritual 
blessing in the Langchung Hospital. 


<The B.C.M.S. recruits, ‘Miss and Miss 
Morrow, are taking singing classes for students by request, 
and these are an indirect means of evangelism. 


Captain and Mrs. Sherwood (Church Army) have | 
now moved to their new home in Mienchu, and have been 
joined by Sister Graham for her second year of language 
study. Sister Willder has gone to Mienyang for her 
second year. All write most encouragingly of the oppor- . 
tunities for preaching the Gospel. 


Rev. D. N. and Mrs. Sargent, who have done such 
valuable work in the Western Szechwan diocese, are being | 
- transferred to the C.M.S. Kwangsi-Hunan Mission when 
they return to China in the New Year to meet an urgent 
need in that Mission. They will be greatly missed in 
Western China. Mr. Sargent has been in St. Luke’s 
Hostel for a minor operation, but hoped to be home again 

in time to spend Christmas with his family. 


Dr. David Thompson, at present at the C.M.S. Men’s 
Training College at Blackheath, is hoping to go out as a. 
recruit for the Mienchu Hospital early next year. | 
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Rev. Ch’ioh Chong-chih was ordained to the priesthoox 
on Sunday, October 24th last, during the Western Szechwar 
Synod meetings. All the clergy were present, and emtnOT 
Song preached an inspiring sermon. 


Mrs. Delia Chang left by air on November 25th las 
to return to West China. 


_ Dr. Holth has been made Dean of Studies at the Unior 
Theological College in Chengtu. 


Bishop Maxwell reports that a very successful Students 
Retreat, ynder the leadership of St. John’s Students 
, was held in the W.C.U.U. Compound in 
in September last. On two occasions there were 
evangeMstic meetings led by students, and there have been 


some Very definite results. 


ngratulations to the Rev. E. B. and Mrs. Davis 


of Kwangan on the birth of their earth son on October 
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LANGCHUNG (PAONING). 


. .CHUHSIEN, 


Prayer Cycle 


EASTERN SZECHWAN : 


‘TANISHAN. 
TS’IEN-FUH-CH’ ANG. 

ILUNG, TSANGKI, KIENKOH. 
KWANGYUAN, CHAOHWA. 

PACHUNG (PACHOW), NANCHIANG, TUNGKIANG. 
NANPU, FU-TSUN-I, YENTING. 
YINGSHAN, CHOWKOW. 

NANCHUNG (SHUNKING), HSICHUNG. 
KWANGAN. 

YOCH’IH. 

KUAN-IN-KOH, LINSHUI. 
WU-CHIA-CH’ANG. 
TACHU. 

TAHSIEN, SUANHAN. 

WANYUAN, CHENGKOW. 


. LIANGSHAN, TIENKIANG. 


KAIHSIEN, WEN-T’ANG-TSING, LIN-KIANG-SHIH. 


WANHSIEN. 
FENGKIEH WEE YUNYANG, YUIN-AN-CH’ANG 


WESTERN SZECHWAN : 
MOWCHOW. 
P’ING-WU (LONGAN), KIANGYU (Eastern Diocese). 
CHONGPA. 
MIENYANG (MIENCHOW), TSETONG. 

ANHSIEN. 

MIENCHU. SHIHFANG. 


. TEHYANG. 
. KWANGHAN (HANCHOW). 


SINTU. 


. CHONGKIANG. 


CHENGTU. 
UNOCCUPIED PLACES. 
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SUBJECTS FOR THANKSGIVING. AND INTERCESSION _ 


Let Us THANK Gop: 


For the many encouragements reported in evangelistic work, 
especially among students and other young — F or blessing on 
_ the Students’ Retreat in Chengtu. — 


For the ordination of the Rev. Ch’ioh Chong-<hib, For candidates 
for the Ministry in both dioceses. : 


For the happy spirit of fellows hip at the Farewell Meeting for the 
Mowlls and Bishop Bevan. 


That work in West China has so far been able to go on unhindered. 


by the political and situation. 


Let Us Pray: 


For the situation in China as a whole. That God will over-rule in 
all that is going on, and that the progress of His Kingdom may not be 
hindered. For His clear guidance for the missionaries in all the 
problems with which they may be faced. 


That we at home, as well as those on the field, may be prepared and 
willing to face “‘ The Challenge of the Future’ in Western China. 


For guidance in Church organisation, and in the training of men 
and women for God’s work. For a right solution of the many prob- 


lems concerning the Chinese Ministry. That God will call out many 


to serve Him in His Church in West China. | 


- For Chinese and European workers whose health has been giving 
cause for anxiety, that, if it be God’s will, they may be restored to 
health and enabled to carry on their work. 


For Mr. and Mrs. Douglas snes as they face their new sphere 


of service in Kwangsi-Hunan. } 


For Bishop Bevan on his journey back to Eastern Pree eee and 


that he may have all the wisdom and guidance he needs on his return. 
For Mrs. Bevan and their daughters left behind here in England. 
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PRAYER FOR WESTERN CHINA 


ALMIGHTY God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we thank 
Thee for Thy great love in redeeming us unto Thyself by the 
precious blood of Thy dear Son and for the gift of Thy sanctifying 
Spirit. May we show our love to Thee by loving the souls for whom 
Christ died, and by seeking to make known His glorious salvation 
throughout ‘the world. We pray Thee to send down Thy heavenly 
—\_ blessing upon Thy servants, the Bishops and pastors of Thy flock in 
Western China, and all who are associated with them in their work 
for Thee. May Thy presence be with our missionary brethren and 
sisters who are seeking to bring the knowledge of Thee to those who 
know Thee not. May Thy Holy Spirit bless and prosper all their 
work and bring it to good success. , We pray for those who have 
been baptised into Thy faith, fear dnd love that they may grow in 
grace and in the knowledge of Thee. We pray also for those who 
know Thee not that they may be drawn by the cords of Thy Fatherly 
love to faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, that they and we may work and 
pray together for the return of our King to’establish His Everlasting 
Kingdom. 

Finally, we pray that Thou wouldest comfort and strengthen all . 
who are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other anxiety ; 
cheer and encourage all who are in special need of Thy help ; and 
bring both them and us to Thy Heavenly Kingdom, through F sexy 
Christ our Lord. , Amen. 


Organising Secretary and Editor of the “° ‘Bulletin ” 


Miss F. Hucues-Ha.ett, Kienning, 13, Woodcote Avenue, 
Wallington, Surrey. | 


To whom all communications should be addressed. 


The Bulletin is issued three or four times a year, and is sent free of 
charge to all subscribers of 5/- and over to the funds of the Diocesan 
Association. Others who wish for the Magazine can obtain it from 
the Org. Sec. on payment of 2/- per annum (to include postage) ; 
but it should be pointed out that this sum does not cover the cost. 


The Diocesan Association exists to help the Bishops of the Dioceses 
of Eastern and Western Szechwan, and to.call forth prayer and gifts 
for the work in that part of China. The Organizing Secretary will 
be glad to give further information on request. 
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